Moyers Scores Vse^ Ln 
Of Unattributed News 
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■tjairy Bill D. Moyers said today 
that too often public officials 
use unattributed stories in 
Newspapers “to say what they 
are afraid to say on the rec- 
ord.” 

Moyers now publisher of 
Newsday, said “the tendency 
to use background stories 
without attribution leaves the 
reader confused about the 
source and therefore about 
the credibility of the informa 
tion.” 

He spoke on a panel with 
three other publishers at the 


sociation 

He mentioned a particular 
[story in “one of the largest 
papers” on the buildup in 
Vietnam. “The Administration 
was just trying to make some 
points with this,” Moyers said 
“and the papers will use it 
simply because it is exclusive. 

“Let us beware of believing 
things are going as well as 
those who hold public office 
[would wish us to believe, 
Moyers said in answer to 
question about the “negative 
approach” of newspapers. 

Moyers was asked about the 
management of news while he 
was press secretary to Pres 
ident Johnson. He said, “cer- 
tainly there must be some sort 
of managed news.” 

But, he said that news was 
not managed by the Adminis 
tration solely to keep informa- 
tion from the public. “It’s hap- 
pened because of the inability 
of the Administration to know 
what the facts were in a fast- 
moving situation,” he said. 

Moyers was asked “how 
does the newspaper go about 
avoiding the credibility gap?” 
“If I could answer that, I 
would have translated it to the 
Administration,” Moyers said. 


